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SUBJ: LEBANON SEEKS IRANIAN HELP 

1 . LEBANESE AMBASSADOR KHALIL TOLD DCM AFTERNOON OF 
DECEMBER 22 THAT ON INSTRUCTIONS HE HAD APPROACHED PRIME 
MINISTER HOVEYDA AND MINISTER OF COURT ALAM(FOR ONWARD 
TRANSMISSION TO THE SHAH) WITH AN OEFICIAL REQUEST FOR IRANIAN 
ASSISTANCE TO RE- ARM AND REHABILITATE LEBANON'S SECURITY FORCE. 
KHALIL SAID THAT A WELL-EQUIPPED AND EUNCTIONING LEBANESE 
SECURITY FORCE WAS ESSENTIAL TO THE COUNTRY'S REUNIFICATION 
AND RESTORATION. AT THE MOMENT ITS SECURITY EORCE IS 
VIRTUALLY HELPLESS AND "DOES NOT EVEN HAVE THE MEANS TO CON- 
DUCT NROMAL SECURITY PATROLS EITHER IN THE CITIES OR THE 
COUNTRYSIDE." KHALIL'S REQUEST WAS COUCHED IN VERY GENERAL 
TERMA AND NO REQUEST WAS MADE FOR ANY SPECIFIC ITEM OE 
EQUIPMENT. THE IRANIANS RESPONDED THAT THEY WERE, OF 
COURSE, DEPLY INTERESTED IN LEBANON'S RECOVERY AND 
WOULD BE AS HELPEUL AS POSSIBLE. WHEN IT CAME TO MILI- 
TARY EQUIPMENT, HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO GET 
THE APPROVAL OF THE ORIGINAL SUPPLIER BEEORE TRANSFERS 
COULD BE MADE. KHALIK SAID THAT HE ASSUMED THIS WOULD 
INVOLVE THE US ALTHOUGH HE HAD NOT YET BEEN GIVEN A LIST 
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OF EQUIPMENT TO ASK EOR. KHALIL COMMENTED THAT HE HAD 
FOLLOWED HIS INSTRUCTIONS AGAINST HIS BETTER JUDGMENT, 

FEELING THAT IT WOULD BE PREEERABLE TO SEEK ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE ONLY FROM IRAN AND SATISFY ITS MILITARY NEEDS 
ELSEWHERE. 
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2. KHALIL THEN GOT ONTO HIS FAVORITE SUBJECT OE THE 
SITUATION IN SOUTH LEBANON, SAYING THAT HE WAS DEEPLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT AEEAIRS THERE. PALESTINIANS WERE RE- 
GROUPING IN SOUTH LEBANON, SYRIANS WANTED TO MOVE INTO 
THE AREA, AND THE ISRAELIS WERE THREATENING TO TAKE 
ACTION IE THEY DID. THE LOCAL POPULATION WAS DISPIRITED 
AND LEADERLESS. KHALIL SAID THAT HE WANTED THE DCM TO 
KNOW VERY, VERY PRIVATELY THAT THE ISRAELIS WANTED TO 
MAKE A DEAL WITH LEBANON ABOUT THE SOUTH AND THAT HE HAD 
BEEN TOLD THAT HE WAS TO HANDLE THE MATTER THROUGH CON- 
TACT WITH ISRAELI REPRESENTATIVES IN TEHRAN. HE UNDER- 
STOOD THAT THE INITIATIVE WOULD BE COMING FROM THE 
ISRAELI SIDE. WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE HAD EVER MET 
LUBRANI (UNOEEICIAL ISRAELI AMBASSADOR HERE), KHALIL SAID 
HE HAD NOT AND INDEED SEEMED TO BE VERYUNEAMILIAR WITH 
THE NAME. KHALIK SAID HE WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE OUR 
ASSESSMENT OE THE SOUTH LEBANESE SITUATION AND WHAT WE 
THOUGHT THE ISRAELIS MAY HAVE IN MIND IT ,OE COURSE, 

WOULD BE MOST USEEUL TO HAVE ANY SUCH INEORMATION WE MAY 
BE ABLE OR WILLING TO PROVIDE BEEORE CONTACT IS MADE 

WITH THE ISRAELIS. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S AND INFO POSTS' COMMENT. 
HELMS 
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